27th Sunday in Ordinary time October 2, 2106
Habbakkuk 1: 2-3; 2:2-4

Psalm 95

2 Timothy 1: 6-8, 13-14

Luke 17: 5-10
Have you ever made a bet? Took a chance? Tempted fate? Or tempted Faith?
Have you ever made the bet that there is a God?

The prophet today loads the odds against that bet. Habakkuk recalls his prayers of “Help me” to God and heard nothing but silence. He cites his confrontations with violence and felt that God never had his back. He faced ruin, misery, destruction, strife, discord. The prophet really stacks the deck on losing his faith in God.  Yet he writes down this reply. Hang in there. God’s time is His time. His vision is more that what we can see. If we sense a delay in his being in our life, wait for it. It will surely come. Have faith and make that bet that there is a God who will make things right. After all, what other choice is there?
We cry out, “Lord, increase our faith to help us base out bet on your presence and your goodness and your justice.” Jesus says put your faith in God even if your faith is as small as the size of a mustard seed.

Our patron saint, Saint Mother Teresa, had doubts but placed her money on God being there. She saw horrendous things in her life. “How can God let these things happen?” 
We read in Susan Conroy’s book, “Mother Teresa With Great Love” which you all received on September 3rd and 4th, quoting Mother Teresa, “I don’t think there is anyone who needs God’s help more than I do. I feel so forsaken and confused at times! And I think that’s exactly why God uses me: because I cannot claim any credit for what gets done. On the contrary, I need God’s help 24 hours a day. And if the days are longer, I would even need more of it,”

Yet she placed her bet on God being there for her and her blue teams and, as the Gospel for today instructs, because of that bet on God being there, all their good works are not just humanitarian, they are the fulfillment of God’s  vision, purpose, and will.

So make that daring bet. Believe in God and He will help you in your unbelief. Make that bet in the midst of your tears, your heartache, your terror, and your doubt. Beloved, I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God that you have. God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love and self-control. Bear your hardship for the gospel with the strength that comes from God.

So believe in God no matter what? You betcha!


